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[.  The Guidelines for Doctoral Degree Conferral in the Department of Marine
Biotechnology and Resources, (hereinafter referred to as "the Guidelines™)
are established in accordance with the Guidelines on Implementation of

Doctoral and Master’s Degree Examination of National Sun Yat-sen
University.
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II. Matters During the Study Period:
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1. Graduation timeline: two to seven years (excluding the time of

enrollment deferral and suspension of studies).
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2. Selection and appointment of a supervising professor: Graduate students

should, in principle, choose a full-time faculty member at the rank of assistant

professor or above within the department as their thesis advisor. If the student

Is guided by an external advisor, a full-time faculty member from this

department must be listed as a co-advisor
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3. Academic credit system and study requirements:

A. The graduate student's course selection requires the approval of the
supervising professor.

B. The student must complete the prerequisite courses and a minimum number
of credits (18 credits).

C. For Master's students studying directly for a Ph.D. degree, they must
complete at least 30 credits (including prerequisite credits. Up to 9 credits
can be transferred from the Master's program.)
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4. Language proficiency requirements:
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A TOEFL iBT score of over 72, a TOEIC score of over 785 or a IELTS score
of over 5.5, or a BESTEP Listening and Reading Test score of over 100, and
Speaking and Writing Test score of over 280; those who attempted but did
notpass language proficiency testing (need to provide the transcript of the
English proficiency test), but have completed 6 credits of English-related
courses (including undergraduate program English upper-intermediate or
above courses, advanced scientific English at the Department of
Oceanography, technical writing in English at master’s program of the
Department of Oceanography, introductory guide to scientific writing and
oral presentation in biological research at master’s program of the
Department of Marine Biotechnology and Resources, or the English courses
approved by supervising professors). Nevertheless, the scores need to be
above B- (70 points), and the courses are not counted as required credits for
graduation.
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. During their study, students must participate in the department’s Columbus

Award Competition and present at least once at an external academic
conference. When applying for the degree oral examination, students must
submit proof of participation in the Columbus Award Competition and proof
of presentation at an external conference.
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The doctoral qualification exam:
Definition of semester: The first semester runs from August 1st to January
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31st of the following year, and the second semester runs from February 1st
to July 31st each year.
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1. Qualification exam:

Elective subjects: Results are recorded as either "Pass" or "Fail." Each student
may take up to three elective subjects per examination session. Students must
pass at least three subjects within three years (excluding any approved leaves
of absence). Failure to meet this requirement will result in dismissal from the
program. Applications for the examination must be submitted within the first
two weeks of the semester and will be scheduled collectively by the
department. Students must pass the qualifying examination before applying
for the thesis proposal review. The candidate must pass the qualification exam
to apply for thesis proposalreview.
Elective subjects (the supervising professor appoints): Select any 3 of the 7
courses below

a. Marine Ecology b. Biology c. Physiology d. Molecular Biology

e. Organic Chemistry  f. Introduction to Marine Science  g. Natural

Products Chemistry
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2. Thesis Proposal Review:

Before the end of the fourth academic year, graduate students shall undergo an
oral examination of their thesis proposal and be assessed on related knowledge.
After passing, they must wait at least six months before applying for the degree
oral examination.
If the student fails the first review, they must apply for a second review in the
following semester or academic year. Students who fail twice or do not complete
the first review must be dismissed.

A. Graduate students wishing to participate in the thesis proposal review must
submit the Doctoral Qualification Oral Examination Application Form to the
department office four weeks before the review date.

B. Graduate students must submit their thesis proposal to the qualification
examination committee at least two weeks before the scheduled review date

C. Review committee members are recommended by the advisor and must include
three to five faculty members at the rank of assistant professor or higher,
excluding the advisor.

D. Graduate students who pass the thesis proposal review and are approved by the
department chair will obtain the status of Doctoral Candidate.
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3. Regulations on Dissertation Publication for Doctoral Students:
Before the degree examination, graduate students must have published at least
one academic paper related to their doctoral dissertation in an SCI (Science
Citation Index) journal as the first author. A paper accepted by a journal is
considered published.
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Overseas Exchange Requirement for Domestic Doctoral Students: Before
graduation, domestic doctoral students shall complete one of the following
overseas exchange requirements to be eligible to apply for the degree

examination:

. Submit proof of an overseas exchange/research (more than three months).

. Obtain a dual degree from an overseas partner university recognized by the
university.

. Students who are employed (with proof of employment or admission as an in-
service student) may substitute participation by giving one oral presentation or
two poster presentations at international conferences held abroad.

. Students unable to participate in long-term overseas exchanges for specific
reasons, with approval granted in the department affairs meeting, may
substitute participation by giving one oral presentation or two poster
presentations at international conferences held abroad.
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Doctoral Degree Examination:
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After passing the doctoral qualification assessment and meeting the dissertation

publication requirements, graduate students may participate in the doctoral

degree examination upon recommendation from their advisor..

Doctoral degree examination committee members shall be nominated by the

advisor in accordance with the Guidelines on the Enforcement of Graduate

Degree Examination. The nominations must be approved by the Department
Chair and submitted to the University President for final appointment.



C. If a student fails the degree examination but has not yet reached the end of their
study period, they may retake the examination in the following semester or
academic year, limited to one retake. If the student fails the retake, they shall
be dismissed
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6.The dissertation shall undergo plagiarism check through a designated system, and
the comparison principles and results must comply with the relevant provisions in
the Guidelines on the Enforcement of Graduate Degree Examination.
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IV. Graduation: Those who meet the above requirements may apply for
graduation.
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V. The Guidelines are approved by the Department Council, the College Council,
and then the President before implementation. Amendments to the guidelines

shall follow the same procedure.



